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_ . ' ^ecure JusticB For M^on Sobell 


150 tilth Avenue, New \ork, N.Y. 10011 
Tel: 243-6030 


May 24,. 1965 


Mrs. Morton Sobell 
Mrs. Rose Sobell 

Chairman 


HONORARY SPONSORS 

[partial Jilting) 

Rev. Gross W. Alexander 
Dr. Milnor Alexander 
David Andrews 
Rabbi ). S. Bass 
Helen M. Beardsley 
Leo Berman 

Rabbi Samuel Bernstein 
Warren K. Billings 
Rabbi Balfour Brickner 
A. Burns Chalmers 
Harold A. CraneBeld 
David Dellinger 
Lloyd Donnell 
Rev. John E. Evans 
Rabbi Morris Fishman 
Rev. Kenneth Ripley Forbes 
Waldo Frank 
Rev. G. Sbubert Frye 
Rev. Erwin A, Gantfe 
Maxwell Geismar 
Rabbi Roberl E. Goidburg 
Prof. Erwin R. Goodenough 
Rabbi Avery Grossfield 
Dr. A, Eustace Haydon 
Russell Johnson 
Rev. John Paul [ones d. 

Rev. Joseph P. King 

Dr. Paul L. Lehmann 

Donal E. J. MacNamara 

Daniel G. Marshall 

Dr. Leo Mayer 

Milton Mayer 

Rev. Peter McCormack 

Hon. Stanley MoRatt 

Dr. Gardner Murphy 

Reinhold Niebuhr 

Dr. Linus Pauling 

Rev. Dryden Linsley Phelps 

Prof. Dale Pontius 

Howard B. Radest 

Prof. Anatol Rapaport 

Prof. Oscar K. Rico 

Henry Roth 

Lord Bortrantl Russell 

Prof. Malcolm Sharp 

Dr, D. R. Sharpe 

Sidney Silverman, M.P. 

Rev. Francis S. Tucker 
Dr, Harold C. Urey 
Mrs. Clara M. Vincent 
Rabbi Jacob J. Weinstein 
Prof, Francis D, Wormuth 


Dear Friend : 

This year it will be different, and yet we will 
remember the sorrow and anger we felt twelve years 
ago at the execution of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg* 

This time, when we join together in a quiet hour of 
music to pay tribute to the Rosenbergs and to gather 
strength to continue our fight for the freedom of 
Morton Sobell, we will stand on the eve of an 
historic development. A powerful new book ia 
being published by Doubleday, one of our nation's 
foremost publishing houses. This book ’’Invitation 
to an Inquest -* A Kew Look at the Rosenberg-Sbbcll 
Case” by Walter and Miriam Schneir contains new 
evidence so shattering that it must explode with 
a devastating effect. 

This year it will be different. History has provided 
us with a mighty instrument. Let us use it for the 
freedom of Morton Sobell and the vindication of 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. 


Faithfully, 

(Mrs. Morton Sobell) 

* * 

» MEMORIAL TRIBUTE Thursday, June 17,1965 ♦ 

» Colonial Room * 

* Sheraton- Atlantic Hotel to 8.45 P, M, ^ 

* Broadway at 34th Street No Admission Charge ♦ 

* ♦ 


YOUR PRESENCE WILL BE A LIVING TRIBUTE 
YOUR CONTRIBUTION CARRIES ON THE FIGHT 

/ov- 


These Nobel Jaureates hove osked for Morton SobeJJ’s freedom: 

Emily Balch Dr, Burris Cunningham Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Dr. Linus Pauling Clarence Pickett d. 

Salvatore Quassimodo Lord Bertrand Russell Jean-Paul Sartre Dr, Harold C. Urev 
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WIFE STILL SEEKS 
SOBELL FREEDOM 


Sh» Puts Cost of 15'Year 
Fight at a Million 


By pr.rm mhss 

One of the mnst massive, ef- 
forts ever niailc lo free any 
prisoner has been sroing on for 
nearly lb years on behalf of 
Morton Sobell, convicted of con- 
spiracy lo commit espionage. 
His wife. Helen, .say.s it has cost 
probably $1 million thus far. 

The most rcicnt Government 

tateuient has_ been a Dcpai't- 
runsP of Ju.slice reply to an ap- 
I'cal by Mrs, Sobelt lo Mrs. Lyn- 
ilun B, .lohnsnn. 

In this, Reed Ccaarl. pardon 
.iitnrney, wrote that it SotreH 
ided a rlenirncy petition "based 
I'd iits belief that his sontem'c 
^,,is rsi'ossivr. based on his in- 
-lilulional adjuslincnt, etc., wc 
notUd be glad to give tl con- 
sideration." 

But Mr. Coaarl's letter, dated 
vvb, 5. said "there vvoiild be no 
i.ris fur acting favorably upon 
I petition predicated upon hi.s 
idea of InnureiU'C primarily." 
^nd the Govcrjimcnt was ''hound 
by the legal adjutiicalion of his 
guilt in thi.s case," 

Sentenced in 105 1 

Rohcil. who will be 43 April 
II, ha.s been tn custody simr 
aug, 1», 19'>0. He was sen- 
irnrcd to 30 years imprisoo- 
mriit April 5, )Pjt. in the same 
,-sse In which Jiiiiu.s and Elhei 
p..isri'iherg were executed June 

t!>. lass, 

Since January, he ha.s been In 
Ijewlsburg, Pa., pcnilontiary, 
:-fter five and a half years in 
Meatrar and the re.st of his 
I -Tin in Atlanta and Spring- 
ficld, Mo., Prison Medical 
Center. 

Mrs. Sobell. a petite, black- 
haired fonurr phy.siri.st. if 
ehairman. with her molher-in- 
law, Mrs. Ro.se Sobell, df a 
Contmltlee lo Secure .Ju.slire 



FREEDOM SOtitiHTi Mor- 
ton S<tlicll, u lift was eon- 
victeil in atuin spying rase. 


. for Morton Sobelt, successor lo 
! a similar group named for the 
■ Rosenbergs, 

For the last decade, she say.' 
. tills ha.s worked on a budget of 
' • About S.VJ.OOn a year, with of- 
' rices currently here at tbO Fifth 
I Avenue, at 2hth Slicel. and in 
I eight other ritics. 

' For’ the la.st year, she has 
I been teaching in a pris'ale 
school "le find something to 
give me peispcctivc" after de- 
voting herself romplclpiy to the 
ca.se .since 1P30. The tSobclls 
have a .son, Mark, 1 '>. 

Fefilioii for Panlim 

The vonimill'T is currenlly 
c ircij!,lfing a pniitinn to Prcsi- 
deni .lohiiMiii urging a pardon 
for Sobrll. Mrs. Snbcil s-ivs !bi.« 
h.as sm.i-'-si’d a.uuu sign.iimc!; in 
a year I riuii A nU'i n-aiis t ailing 
her hu.sdand tiiuoccnl, and is lo 
bo subinillcd when JO.OOO ace 
gathercfl. 

Al.so under way is_a plan for a 
now habeas coipiis suit in Fed- 
eral Court, offering what Mrs. 


ffobell says Is stilt-unrevealable 
but "iinpovtant new evidence of 
the Innocence of the Rosen- 
berg.s and my husband." to be 
filed probably about June, 

William M. Kunstler. who 
with Arthur Kinoy has been 
ftobeir.s counsel .since Septem- 
ber, says the Supreme Court has 
had the case before it six times 
fiom 1952 lo 1963, but never 
yet altow'prt aigumenls. 

Mrs. Sobell says ihe late Pres- 
ident Kennedy. bcUveen hi.s 1960 
election and 1961 inaiiguralioti. 
;,ld her he would free her hu.s- 
band. Two alde.s, .she says, told 
her be would .set up a e.nnimit- 
tee of law profe.s.sors on the 
vase, but she ihink.s nghl-wiiig 
pres.sure.s cau.sed delay. 

Parole Denied 

The Federal Parole Board has 
annually denied Sobell parole 
since he first bccanre eligible in 
July. 1962, although without 
explanation, Mrs, Sobell says. 

She contond.s he could fulfill 
needed requirements— a family 
.awaiting him, an offer of fuil- 
I time cmplovnient. and agree- 
i ment by Rabbi Balfour Brick- 
ner, of the Union of American 
I Hebrew Congicgallons, to be 
his parole adviser. 

The Sobell committee has 
! published 8,000 copies of an 
’ eight-volume. 1. 715-page trial 
! transcript, selling this nowa- 
i day.s at .^8 a set, lo provide 
■ what Mrs, Sobell calls a "com- 
. jilelo prp.sentation-" Slie esti- 
I m.alcs it has distribuloil 10,000 
! vupies of a 672-page book by 
! .lolin tVoNl.-v and 5,000 »f a vot- 
i lima by Malcnitn Sharp on the 

, l’osr-nb''vg-H'>brll rase. 

Mr.s. Sobell .says slw* ha.s her- 
‘ s-lf aildrcssf fl probably 1.000 
i iii.'i'ting.'-, at which many of the 
i inn,!; liavc been rai.srd. ircluri- 
ii)g li'i's in 1062 and 1963 lo 
tVr-Ufiii ICuriipc. 

Maintaining her husbands 
Innocence, she insists there 
never wa.s any testimony that 
he ‘’transmiited or received any 
secret material.” 

Trstinumy of Engineer 

SohcH's convictidit depended 
on testimony of a former fellow 
Navy engineer, Max Elilcher, 
which Mr.s. Sobell contend.s was 
wncorrohoralcd. She holds Mr. 
Elitcher was himself liable to a 


perjury prosecution. 

Mr. Elitcher's testimony ba- 
sically was that fl) Sobell had 
gotten him to Join the Young 
^mmunist League in 1939, (2) 
Rosenberg in 1944 told him So- 
bell was helping get military 
Information for the Soviet Un- 
ion, and Sobell became angry at 
hearing this later, (3) Sobell tn 

1947 asked if he knew anyone 
who could be appproached for 
spying, (41 Sobell supported 
Rosenberg in trying to Induce 
him to stay in the Navy in 194B 
for spying, and (5) Sobell In 

1948 took a film can fram 
Flushing to Manhattan, saying 
he had information for Rcmn- 
berg. 

Sobell did not testify in his 
own defense. He said this was 
on advice of -his lawyers, who 
were convinced the prosecution 
esse was weak. But hit wife 
says he has consistently assert- 
ed his innocence and has in- 
sisted he was never a meralw 
of the Communist party. 

Persona who have declared 
faith in her husband's inno- 
cence, Mrs. Sobell says, include 
Dr. Harold C. Urey. Dr. Unus 
Pauling and Bertrand Russell, 
Nobel prise winners, and the 
Rev. peter McCormack, who 
lost his post as Protestant 
chaplain at Alcatraz after tak- 
ing this stand. 

Among persons who consider 
the case merits reOiew or the 
sentence excessive. Mrs. SoMl 
cites Senator Lee Metcalf, Dem- 
ocrat of Montana, as having 
written Attorney General Rob- 
ert P, Kennedy tn 1961 that the 
conviction was on "very du- 
bious evidence," The Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr„ she 
says, has called the sentence 
"cruel and unustial," regardless 
of guilt or Innocence. 

At Lewisbdrg, Sobell Is earn- 
ing 33 cents an hour for a 30- 
hour week working in a metal 
cabinet-making factory, Mrs, 
•Sobell says, At Springfield, she 
sitys he designed a simulator 
for training X-ray technicians. 
In Atlanta, she says he had 
charge of making mail sacks, 
and redesigned equipment to 
cut dawn a fire hazard from 
two or three fires a month to 
perhaps one a year. 
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